
 BIBLE STORY 

• ʹ  Open the Bible to Acts 17 and tell the Bible story.  
BIBLE STORY: PAUL TAUGHT IN ATHENS  
Paul was concerned about the city of Athens. It was full of false idols that the people 
had made. It made Paul sad to see people worshiping false gods. Paul went to the 
synagogue and talked with the Jews about Jesus. Every day in the marketplace he 
would tell the good news about Jesus and the resurrection to anyone who was there.  
Some philosophers (men who liked to think, reason, and argue) heard Paul teach. 
“What is this babbler trying to say?” they asked one another. “He seems to be 
preaching about foreign gods.”  
Other men wanted to hear more, so they invited Paul to speak 
at the Areopagus, a place where people came to discuss important ideas. The men 
said, “What you say sounds strange to us. We want to know what it means.”  
Paul spoke respectfully. “People of Athens,” he began. “I see you are a very religious 
people. I even saw an altar you have for an unknown god. I can tell you about Him. 
The God who made the world is Lord of heaven and earth. He does not live in places 
people make. He does not need anything from us, because He is the One who gives 
life and everything else. He created the people of every nation and wants them to 
know Him as God. We live and move and exist through Him. We are His, and He is 
not made of gold or silver or stone, like man makes.”  
Paul continued, “God is alive, and He commands all people everywhere to repent and 
turn away from disobeying Him.”  
Paul also explained that God sent Jesus. When Paul told how Jesus rose from the 
dead, some people made fun of Paul. Others wanted to hear more. Because Paul 
taught the good news of Jesus, some men and women in Athens became followers of 
Jesus.  
—BASED ON ACTS 17:16-34  


