
• TELL THE BIBLE STORY  
ʹ Open your Bible to Acts 6:1-7 and tell the Bible story in your own words. Option: 
Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.  
TELL THE BIBLE STORY: THE EARLY CHURCH CHOSE HELPERS  
As the 12 disciples started preaching the word of God, more people began believing 
in Jesus as the Messiah. Many people became Christians. Because there were so many 
more people, the disciples had a lot more to do. Some of the Jewish Christians 
became very upset with another group of the Jewish Christians. They believed the 
widows in their group were being overlooked and not taken care of in the right way.  
The 12 disciples brought everyone together to discuss the problem on how to take 
better care of the widows and to make sure the widows had enough food. God had 
called them to preach. They explained, it would not be right for them to give up 
preaching the word of God to help take care of the widows. They needed to work 
together to find another solution. The disciples asked the people to choose 7 wise 
Christian men that could take care of the widows. These men would be able to help so 
the disciples could focus on prayer and preaching the word of God.  
Everyone agreed the disciples had a wonderful plan. The people chose 7 men who 
were known to be good and trustworthy. The  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people chose Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus to take 
care of the widows. These men stood before the people and the 12 disciples. The disciples 
laid their hands on them and prayed for them. 

Now that the 7 chosen men were taking care of the needs of the people, the 12 disciples 
were able to focus on the work God had given them. The word of God spread, and a great 
number of people became Christians. Because the early church chose helpers, more people 
became obedient to God. 

—BASED ON ACTS 6:1-7 

God uses the church to meet the needs of people.
�
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REVIEW QUESTIONS 

› What were the 12 disciples busy doing? (preaching about Jesus) 

› Why were many of the Jewish Christians upset with the disciples? (They thought their widows 
were not being taken care of.) 

› How did the 12 disciples solve the problem? (The people chose 7 men to help the widows.) 

› Name one of the 7 men. (Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus) 

› Why were these 7 men chosen? (They were good and trustworthy.) 

› True or False: The 12 disciples prayed for the 7 men in front of all the people. (true) 

› True of False: The word of God spread, and a great number of people became Christians. (true) 


