
 

DEvos 12.16-12.22 

BSSM Christmas Party  
Wednesday Night at 7pm  

Bring a $10 gift for same gender!!



 

UpComing Events:

THIS Wednesday 
BSSM Christmas Party 

NO Meal 
Christmas Party Snacks!!!

WR19 is Jan. 18th - 21st 
Cost: $185.19  

Payment plans available! Ask



 Monday
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”–John 8:12  

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 
He has been mindful of the humble state of His servant. From now on all generations 
will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me — Holy is His 
name. His mercy extends to those who fear Him, from generation to generation. He 
has performed mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who are proud in 
their innermost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but He has 
lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but He has sent the 
rich away empty. He has helped Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and 
his descendants forever, just as He promised our ancestors.” –Luke 1:46-55  

Into a world of despair came hope.
Into a world of bondage came freedom.

Into a world of oppression came liberation.
Into a world of greed came generosity.

Into a world of power came love.
Into a world of darkness came light.

Indeed, God has seen, and He has the final word. 

Have You ever Thought?
1. In what areas of your life do you need hope, freedom, or light this Christmas 
season? Do you know others who need these things as well?  

2. This Christmas season, make it a point to seek out the light of the world for your 
own life, as well as share the hope and freedom of God with someone else. 

KEEP READING:
Matthew 4:13-17; John 3:16; Luke 4:18

In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. –John 1:4-5



 Tuesday
Here is a story I read last week:
When I was a child, it seemed like forever for the next Christmas to get here. Now, as an adult, when 
Christmas approaches, it seems like I just finished last year’s Christmas activities. Actually, the truth is, I 
just finished paying for last year’s Christmas activities. 

So, now it’s Christmastime again. There’s tension in my home because I am the only one of the five in my 
family who doesn’t love all the decorating, the music and the lights. Maybe it has to do with the fact that I’m 
the one who has to do all the actual work. I’m the one who has to survive the black widows in the attic 
getting everything out to decorate. Then, there are those long green plant ropes, whatever you call them, 
but I’m the one who has to hang them up everywhere. And, there are the lights–strings and strings of 
them–enough to light up a small town–but of course, aren’t working–and I only discover this until after I 
spend hours installing them on the house. 

I also experience Christmas shopping tension. Am I the only one who hates Christmas shopping? For me, 
it’s not the actual shopping that I hate, but it’s the crowds. I don’t want to navigate through crowds. I don’t 
want to shop in crowds. I don’t want to stand in line with crowds. They make me feel, well, uh, crowded. 
Bah humbug! For me, “survive” is the operative word that describes my life for much of the Christmas 
season. I’m guessing that I’m not alone, that this strikes a familiar chord with many. 

Evaluating my overall Grinch-ness, I find myself too focused on surviving the tension surrounding 
Christmas, rather than celebrating Jesus. When I go into survival mode, I overlook and forget about the 
Christ of Christmas. When I’m in celebration mode, I focus on Him. 

I want to snap out of survival mode and move to celebration. I only have to look as far as the Christmas 
narrative to see celebration at work in the lives of lowly shepherds. For them, there was something about 
Jesus that triggered absolute joy within their souls. They ran to see Him! And, when they had left Jesus, 
they told everyone about Him and celebrated! I want to be like them!

Do you need some reasons for celebrating Jesus? Here are some that can help you move from survival to 
celebration:
• We can celebrate because Jesus was born to save us.
• Because of Jesus, we can celebrate that we don’t have to pay for the sickness of our sins.
• Because of Jesus, we can celebrate that we have God’s presence in our lives and we have access to His 
power.
• Because of Jesus, we can celebrate that we have a place waiting for us in heaven.
• Because of Jesus, we can celebrate that while we’re living here we can keep growing to be more like 
Him.
It’s Christmastime! Life’s too short to make surviving the season our goal. Get on with the serious business 
of celebrating Jesus! He is worth celebrating 365 days a year! Everyday can be like Christmas! (Although I 
have a hunch that my wife won’t agree with my idea to keep the decorations up year-round.) 

Have You Ever Thought?
1. What obstacles do you face during the Christmas season that keep you from focusing more on Jesus?
2. What will you do today to celebrate Jesus?  

KEEP READING:
Luke 2; Romans 7:25; 1 Corinthians 15:57

After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what 
had happened and what the angel had said to them 
about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story 
were astonished…The shepherds went back to their 
flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

seen and heard. –Luke 2:17-18, 20 (NLT)



Wednesday
In a loud voice she exclaimed, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But 

why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what 

the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” –Luke 1:42-45  

Teen pregnancy is one of the most difficult things a young girl can go through. Some choose abortions so 
they don’t have to face their parents or friends with news that they are pregnant. Others who carry the child 
drop out of school and face the challenge of being shunned by family and friends. Let’s face it: pregnant 
unwed teens are not looked upon with a great deal of respect, even in this more “tolerant” day and age, let 
alone throughout history. 

And God chose Mary. A young woman promised in marriage found herself to be with child. Imagine for a 
moment that you have a daughter who comes home and tells you she is pregnant — and it is God’s doing. 
You’d probably think she was crazy, right?! I’ve never really spent a lot of time thinking about what Mary 
and her family went through emotionally when she told them the news. In the Jewish culture of that time, 
Mary’s pregnancy would have been scandalous. She would have been an outcast in her own hometown. 

Yet Elizabeth calls Mary blessed. Sometimes how God works doesn’t make sense to us. I can just imagine 
Mary asking God why. Why did you have to do it this way? Couldn’t I have been married first or lived 
somewhere else for a while? However, the Bible tells us that Mary simply accepted what the Lord had for 
her.  

Sometimes, following God’s plan isn’t the popular thing to do. Maybe it is standing up to your boss on an 
ethical matter, speaking truth even when it isn’t welcomed, or making a decision not to go along with what 
everyone else is doing. Doing the right thing is often hard. But, rest assured that God is in control and that 
He knows the bigger picture. 

I am sure no one in the village where Mary grew up ever forgot about that girl who had a child out of 
wedlock. What some of them may have never discovered is that she had a higher purpose and a higher 
calling in that pregnancy. Mary is considered blessed among all women for her response to God and for 
her role in history. She answered God in a way we all should when He calls us: “I am the Lord’s servant,” 
Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” 

Have You Ever Thought?
1. Think about a time when you had to make an unpopular decision, but it was the right one. How did your 
friends and family react to it?
2. Are you fully committed to the will of the Lord in your life? Ask the Lord to search you and show you 
which ways you need to let go and let God. 

KEEP READING:
Psalm 139:20; Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 6:10

COLLIDE Tonight



 Thursday If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but have not 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I 

have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor 

and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain 
nothing. –1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Sometimes I feel like I can’t do much to serve God or help my family and friends. But, 
about the time I feel helpless, God reminds me that the greatest gift I can give to 
other people is me! People respond to love. People respond to you sharing your life 
with them. Today I want to offer you a beautiful thought about sharing. 

There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share my bread with you and sometimes 
share a sorrow, too – as on our way we go. 

There isn’t much that I can do, but I can sit an hour with you and I can share a joke 
with you and sometimes share reverses, too – as on our way we go. 

There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share my flowers with you and I can share 
my books with you and sometimes share your burdens, too – as on our way we go. 

There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share my songs with you and I can share my 
mirth with you and sometimes come and laugh with you – as on our way we go. 

There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share my hopes with you and I can share my 
fears with you and sometimes shed some tears with you – as on our way we go. 

There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share my friends with you and I can share 
my life with you and oftentimes share a prayer with you – as on our way we go. 

Have You ever Thought?
1. Underline the following two phrases in today’s verse: “I am nothing” and “I gain 
nothing.” In God’s view how important is love?
2. Who can you share your life with today? What practical things can you do for them 
to let them know you care? You may start just by telling them that you love them! 

KEEP READING:
1 Corinthians 14:2, 1 Corinthians 12:9, Matthew 17:20



 
Friday

Love. It transcends time and makes time stand still. It causes people to do funny 
things and can break the heart of ones close to us. It fights for freedom and dies for a 
cause. It gives life to the next generation and gives its life for a generation it will never 
see. Love is deep, secure, strong, loyal, honest, and true. It is displayed through a 
touch, a word, a look, or a smile. Love sustains, guides, protects, and is closer than 
you think. 

Children know this intuitively. That’s what makes the story The Runaway Bunny¹ so 
endearing. It follows the conversation of a Mother Bunny and her baby and what 
would happen if the baby bunny ran away. No matter how elaborate the baby bunny’s 
plan to run away, the Mother Bunny always comes up with a way to find and care for 
the baby bunny. Frustrated by his inability to get away from the love of his mother, the 
baby bunny finally gives up, settles in at home and lets the Mother Bunny care for 
him. 

The Psalmist also experienced this type of love. God and His love surrounded him at 
all times, in all places, and in all circumstances. Psalm 63:3 reads, “Because your 
love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.” Today, take the time to notice that you 
are surrounded by the love of God. There is nowhere you can go that He will not be 
with you. There is nothing you can do that will keep His love from you. God is 
strangely and persistently accepting of us and readily waits for us with open arms. 

Have You Ever Thought?
1. Think of a time when you have sensed God’s love and presence in your life. How 
did you feel in those moments?  

2. What keeps you from sensing God’s love more often? Why? What action step or 
step of faith might you take to experience God’s love more often?  

KEEP READING:
Jonah 4:2; Joel 2:13

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed 

in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I 
settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, 

your right hand will hold me fast. –Psalm 139: 8-10



Saturday
On a mission trip to Peru, a team gave away over 150 wheelchairs to those in need. Some of the 
distributions were done in small towns with the local mayor or governor present. Others were 
distributed house-to-house. In one such home, the team gave a chair to an over 40-year-old man 
who had lived most of his life confined to a wheelchair. As he told them his story, he mentioned 
that his family had abandoned him. Through the translators they asked, “Whose home is this?” 
“These people took me in,” he said, “When no one else would.” 

They then asked the woman with him, “Why would you take this man in?” Her answer was simple 
and matter-of-fact. She said, “I am a Christian like you, and doesn’t Jesus tells us to love our 
neighbors?” They all went slack jawed. For most of them, it was the first time they had seen the 
parable of the Good Samaritan lived out in such a crystal clear way. 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus tells the story of a Jewish man who is beaten by 
robbers and left for dead on the road. A priest and a temple assistant both walk by on the other 
side of the road, choosing to pass by the beaten man. It was a despised Samaritan who felt 
compassion for the man, stopped to soothe his wounds, and then made sure he was cared for. So 
who was the one who loved his neighbor in this example? Jesus said it was one who showed 
mercy. And what does Jesus tell us to do? “Go and do the same.” 

Who is your neighbor? Neighbors come in all different forms. It doesn’t matter what race or social 
background, and it isn’t confined to simply the people who live on your street. When the Lord puts 
someone in your path, it is important to show love to our neighbors and help meet their need. And 
the needs vary. For some, it will be a physical need and for others an emotional need. Today, may 
you be prepared to love your neighbor. 

Have You Ever Thought?
1. Think about a time in your life where you look back and realize you missed an opportunity to 
extend yourself to someone the Lord put on your heart. What feelings does this bring up?
2. Who is someone the Lord is putting on your heart right now? How can you be a good neighbor 
to him/her?
KEEP READING:
Luke 10:25-37; Romans 15:1-4
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He answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” “You have answered 

correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 

“And who is my neighbor?” –Luke 10:27-29
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