
  Dev0s
march 30 - april 4



 Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, 
my dear friends, as you have 
always obeyed—not only in 
my presence, but now much 
more in my absence—
continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who 
works in you to will and to act 
in order to fulfill his good 
purpose.

Weekly Memory Verse!Wash your hands!  

Memorize this verse!



Monday
Heart Hunger  

I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6:35 

Riding along with my husband on some errands, I scrolled through 
emails on my phone and was surprised at an incoming advertisement 
for a local donut shop, a shop we had just passed on the right side of 
the street. Suddenly my stomach growled with hunger. I marveled at 
how technology allows vendors to woo us into their establishments. 

As I clicked off my email, I mused over God’s constant yearning to 
draw me closer. He always knows where I am and longs to influence 
my choices. I wondered, Does my heart growl in desire for Him the way 
my stomach did over the idea of a donut? 

In John 6, following the miraculous feeding of the five thousand, the 
disciples eagerly ask Jesus to always give them “the bread that . . . gives 
life to the world” (vv. 33–34). Jesus responds in verse 35, “I am the 
bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.” How amazing that a relationship 
with Jesus can provide constant nourishment in our everyday lives! 

The donut shop’s advertisement targeted my body’s craving, but God’s 
continuous knowledge of my heart’s condition invites me to recognize 
my ongoing need for Him and to receive the sustenance only He can 
provide. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A35
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A35


Dear God, remind me of my need for Your 
daily bread of presence. 

Deeper INSIGHT  
The heart hunger described in today’s devotional was 

modeled by Jesus. In Matthew 4:4, Jesus told the Enemy, 
“It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then in 
John 4:34, He told His followers, “My food . . . is to do the 
will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” Jesus’s 
passion for the Father and His purposes is the greatest 

example we can have of true spiritual heart hunger. While 
we cannot perfectly reflect that desire, we can learn to 
long for the Father’s presence and provision—just as 

Jesus did. 

Jesus alone offers the only 
bread that truly satisfies.



Tuesday
Jesus Reached Out 
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. Matthew 14:31 

Sometimes life gets busy—classes are hard, work is exhausting, the 
bathroom needs to be cleaned, and a coffee date is on the day’s 
schedule. It gets to the point where I force myself to read the Bible for 
a few minutes a day and tell myself I’ll spend more time with God next 
week. But it doesn’t take long before I’m distracted, drowning in the 
day’s tasks, and forget to ask God for help of any kind. 

When Peter was walking on water toward Jesus, he quickly became 
distracted by the wind and waves. Like me, he began to sink (Matthew 
14:29–30). But as soon as Peter cried out, “immediately Jesus reached 
out his hand and caught him” (vv. 30–31). 

I often feel as if I have to make it up to God after being so busy and 
distracted that I lose sight of Him. But that’s not how God works. As 
soon as we turn to Him for help, Jesus reaches out without hesitation.  

When we’re unsettled by the chaos of life, it’s easy to forget that God is 
standing in the middle of the storm with us. Jesus asked Peter, “Why 
did you doubt?” (v. 31). No matter what we’re going through, He is 
there. He is here. Next to us at that moment, in this moment, ready to 
reach out and rescue us.



Lord, help me to turn to You in the midst of my 
busyness and life’s distractions. Thank You for always 

being here, ready to catch me. 

Deeper INSIGHT 
The fear-filled disciples who saw Jesus walking on the lake cried 
out, “It’s a ghost!” (Matthew 14:26). But then they worshipfully 

acknowledged, “Truly you are the Son of God” (v. 33). In 
between the collective voices of the disciples, we hear the 

voices of Jesus and Peter. Following the words of Jesus in verse 
27, Peter spoke, “Lord, if it’s you . . . tell me to come to you on 
the water” (v. 28). At first glance it’s easy to interpret Peter’s 

“if” as implying uncertainty. An alternate rendering of the word 
if is since. Given Peter’s actions, it seems to me that this 

translation makes sense. When Jesus is the one directing us, 
doubt can yield to confidence. 

God is waiting for us to turn to Him 
so He can reach out and help. 



Wednesday
Sky Garden 
He looked down from His holy height. Psalm 102:19 nasb 

While in London, a friend arranged for my wife Marlene and me to visit 
the Sky Garden. On the top floor of a thirty-five-story building in 
London’s business district, the Sky Garden is a glass-encased platform 
filled with plants, trees, and flowers. But the sky part captured our 
attention. We gazed down from a height of over 500 feet, admiring St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower of London, and more. Our views of the 
capital city were breathtaking—providing a helpful lesson on 
perspective. 

Our God has a perfect perspective of everything we experience. The 
psalmist wrote, “For He looked down from His holy height; from 
heaven the Lord gazed upon the earth, to hear the groaning of the 
prisoner, to set free those who were doomed to death” (Psalm 102:19–
20 nasb). 

Like the hurting people pictured in Psalm 102, we are often locked into 
the present with its struggles, “groaning” with despair. But God sees 
our lives from beginning to end. Our Lord is never caught off guard by 
the things that can blindside us. As the psalmist anticipated, His 
perfect perspective will lead to an ultimate rescue that sets free even 
those “doomed to death” (vv. 20, 27–28). 

In difficult moments, remember: We may not know what is coming 
next, but our Lord does. We can trust Him with every moment that 
stretches before us.

Collide Tonight  6-830

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+102%3A19%C2%A0nasb
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Deeper INSIGHT 
Altitude expands our field of view, not just our perspective. 
From the heights we can see things that are hidden from us 

when we are on the ground. This can be an analogy for God’s 
view of our life. God looks down from the heavens and sees us 
(Psalm 102:19). His view takes in both time and space; He sees 
the ends of the earth and the beginning and end of our lives. 

How does knowing that God sees everything from beginning to 
end offer comfort? 

Focusing on Christ puts everything else into 
perspective. 



Marvelous Maker 
How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth 

is full of your creatures. Psalm 104:24 
 As an amateur photographer, I enjoy capturing glimpses of God’s 
creativity with my camera. I see His fingerprints on each delicate 
flower petal, each vibrant sunrise and sunset, and each cloud-painted 
and star-speckled sky canvas. 

 My camera’s powerful zoom option allows me to take photos of 
the Lord’s creatures too. I’ve snapped shots of a chattering squirrel in a 
cherry blossom tree, a colorful butterfly flitting from bloom to bloom, 
and sea turtles sunning on a rocky, black beach. Each one-of-a-kind 
image prompted me to worship my marvelous Maker. 

 I’m not the first of God’s people to praise Him while admiring His 
unique creations. The writer of Psalm 104 sings of the Lord’s many 
works of art in nature (v. 24). He regards “the sea, vast and spacious, 
teeming with creatures beyond number” (v. 25) and rejoices in God for 
providing constant and complete care for His masterpieces (vv. 27–31). 
Considering the majesty of the God-given life around him, the 
psalmist bursts with worshipful gratitude: “I will sing to the Lord all 
my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live” (v. 33). 

 While reflecting on the Lord’s magnificent and immense creation, 
we can look closely at His intentional creativity and attention to detail. 
And like the psalmist, we can sing to our Creator with thankful praise 
for how powerful, majestic, and loving He is and always will be. 
Hallelujah!

Thursday 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+104%3A24
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Share your favorite photo of God’s creation on  
your Instagram or Snapchat 

Deeper INSIGHT
This remarkable psalm is like an orchestra proclaiming the different 

sights and sounds of creation. Land and sea; sky and clouds; animal 
and plant life; light and darkness all point to the ultimate reality of God. 

It’s easy for the reader to be reminded of the Genesis account of 
creation that describes the glory of God (Genesis 1–2). Psalm 104 

doesn’t read like an objective and dispassionate record of what we see 
in nature, however. Instead, the psalmist finds in all of creation a 

marvelous symphony that exalts the Creator. Creation is the signpost 
pointing to the majesty of God: “For since the creation of the world 

God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 

made” (Romans 1:20).

Be on the lookout today for something in creation for which you can 
express praise to God.  

God’s works are marvelous, and so is He. 



FridayIn Progress 
or Completed  
For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made 
holy. Hebrews 10:14 

It’s satisfying to finish a job. Each month, for instance, one of my job 
responsibilities gets moved from one category to another, from “In 
Progress” to “Completed.” I love clicking that “Completed” button. But 
last month when I clicked it, I thought, If only I could overcome rough 
spots in my faith so easily! It can seem like the Christian life is always in 
progress, never completed. 

Then I remembered Hebrews 10:14. It describes how Christ’s sacrifice 
redeems us totally. So in one important sense, that “completed button” 
has been pressed for us. Jesus’s death did for us what we couldn’t do 
for ourselves: He made us acceptable in God’s eyes when we place our 
faith in Him. It is finished, as Jesus Himself said (John 19:30).  

Paradoxically, even though His sacrifice is complete and total, we 
spend the rest of our lives living into that spiritual reality—“being 
made holy,” as Hebrews’ author writes. 

The fact that Jesus has finished something that’s still being worked out 
in our lives is hard to understand. When I’m struggling spiritually, it’s 
encouraging to remember that Jesus’s sacrifice for me—and for you—is 
complete . . . even if our living it out in this life is still a work in 
progress. Nothing can stop His intended end from being achieved 
eventually: being transformed into His likeness (see 2 
Corinthians 3:18).  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A14
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A14


Jesus, thank You for giving Your life for us. Help us trust You as we grow 
into followers whose lives look more and more like Yours, knowing that 

You are the one who makes us complete. 

Deeper INSIGHT 
The words “It’s finished!” can mean different things to different people. 

For the student, they might mean, “I’m finally graduating!” For the Jewish 
leaders at the time of Jesus, these words could mean they had succeeded in 

killing Jesus (John 11:53). For the Roman soldiers, it could describe the 
death penalty they had successfully carried out (19:16–18). For the 
disciples, these words could mean that their hopes of the Messiah 

delivering them from Roman bondage were dashed (Luke 24:19–21). But 
when Jesus uttered, “It is finished” (John 19:30), He was declaring He had 
completed the work the Father gave Him to do (17:4)—to be “an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:10). 

God is at work to make us who 
He intends us to be. 



Saturday
A  Prayer to Point Us Home 

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God. John 1:12 

One of the first prayers I learned as a little boy was “Now I lay me 
down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep . . .” It was a prayer I 
learned from my parents, and I taught it to my son and daughter when 
they were little. As a child, I found great comfort in placing myself in 
God’s hands with those words before I fell asleep. 

There’s a similar prayer neatly tucked away in the “prayer book” of the 
Bible, the Psalms. Some biblical scholars suggest that the phrase “Into 
your hands I commit my spirit” (Psalm 31:5) was a “bedtime” prayer 
taught to children in Jesus’s day. 

You may recognize that prayer as Jesus’s final cry from the cross. But 
Jesus added one more word to it: Father (Luke 23:46). By praying that 
word in the moments before His death, Jesus demonstrated His 
intimate relationship with the Father and pointed believers toward 
their home with Him (John 14:3). 

Jesus died on the cross so we could live in the wonder of a relationship 
with God as our heavenly Father. How comforting it is to know that 
because of Jesus’s sacrificial love for us, we can rest in God’s care as 
His children! We can close our eyes without fear because our Father 
watches over us and has promised to wake us up to life with Him (1 
Thessalonians 4:14). 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A12
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Lord Jesus, I receive the gift of forgiveness You offer me 
through the cross. Help me to turn from my sins and 

follow You, all the way home. 

Deeper INSIGHT 
In Luke’s account of Christ’s death, we see several dramatic events. 

A seemingly inexplicable darkness was present over the entire 
earth—not just over Jerusalem where the crucifixion took place (vv. 
44–45). Inside the temple in Jerusalem the curtain that separated 

worshipers from the holy of holies was torn in two, symbolizing 
that through Christ our access to God has been opened (v. 45). 
After Christ died, a Roman soldier who had participated in His 

execution declared, “Surely this was a righteous man” (v. 47). And 
others watching lamented and beat their breasts (v. 48). 

The witness in the sky, within the temple, and by people at the foot 
of the cross demonstrate that this was no ordinary death. It was 

the death of the loving God-Man who shed His blood to redeem all 
who would believe in Him. 

A bright new morning awaits us in Jesus. 
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