
TELL THE BIBLE STORY: MARY, MARTHA, AND LAZARUS 

(Place the Jesus card and the Disciples card to one side. Place the other cards 
on the other side.) Lazarus was sick. His sisters Mary and Martha were worried 
about him. Since they knew Jesus loved their brother, they sent a message to 
Jesus. 

Jesus and the disciples were in another town. Jesus heard the message from 
Mary and Martha: “Lord, the one you love is sick.” Jesus told His disciples that 
Lazarus’ sickness would not end in death, but would show God’s glory. 

Jesus waited two more days before He left with the disciples to see Lazarus. 
The disciples tried to stop Jesus from going to Lazarus because the last time 
Jesus was there, some people tried to stone Him. Jesus said, “Our friend 
Lazarus is asleep. I am going to wake him.” The disciples didn’t know that 
Jesus meant Lazarus had died. Jesus had to tell them that Lazarus was already 
dead. 

(Place the Jesus card and the Martha card close together.) When Jesus arrived, 
He was told Lazarus had been dead for four days. Many people gathered to 
comfort Mary and Martha. Martha met Jesus outside the house. She said, 
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

Jesus explained that Martha’s brother would live again, but Martha did not 
understand. Jesus explained to her that He is the resurrection and life. He 
pointed out that anyone who believed in Him would have eternal life. 

Martha answered with this verse. (Read John 11:27 from a Bible.) 

Next, Mary came to Jesus and fell at his feet. (Move her card close to the Jesus 
card.) She also said, “If you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

Z Families can trust Jesus together.



Jesus asked to see where Lazarus was buried. Jesus cried. Then He said, “Take 
away the stone from the door.” Martha said, “The smell will be bad because he 
has been dead for four days!” 

Jesus answered, “I told you that you would see God’s glory!” Jesus prayed 
aloud. He said, “Lazarus, come out!” 

Lazarus came out of the grave with his hands and feet wrapped with cloth 
strips and a cloth around his face. Jesus said, “Unwrap him and let him go.” 
Lazarus was alive! 

—BASED ON JOHN 11:1-44 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 

› How were Mary, Martha, and Lazarus related? (brother and sisters) 

› What happened to Lazarus that made Mary and Martha sad? (He died.) 

› How long had Lazarus been buried before Jesus arrived? (4 days) 

› Who did Martha say that she believed Jesus is? (Jesus is the Messiah or Christ, the 
Son of God.) 

› What two things did Jesus do outside Lazarus’ tomb? (cried and prayed) 

› What happened when Jesus said, “Come out?” (Lazarus came out of the grave.) 


