
 

DEvos 12.9–12.15 

Winter Retreat 2019

Don’t miss out Dec. 15th
Bring $20 plus lunch $$

Shop for a family for Christmas



 

UpComing Events:

THIS Wednesday 
Chick-Fil-a  

Chick-Fil-a Sandwich, chips & 
Drink $5 

AWESOME!!

WR19 is Jan. 18th - 21st 
Cost: $185.19  

Payment plans available! Ask



 Monday
“To stand on one leg and prove God’s existence is a very different thing from going on one’s knees 
and thanking Him.” Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) 

“Prove it!” I heard that phrase numerous times when I was a small child. When children get 
together, there are often stories being told that would best be regarded as “tall tales.” That’s why 
we learn at a young age that we want proof. Don’t tell me what I should believe is real or not real…
prove it! Does the neighbor really keep an elephant in his garage? Prove it! That’s how many of us 
learned when we were children. We wanted proof! We wanted to put our hands on it, to taste it, to 
see it, to experience something that was real, or else it was just a fantasy. 

It doesn’t take too much of a stretch of imagination to see how the “prove it” attitude has crept into 
our understanding of God. If something had to be proved real when we were small, innocent and 
naïve, it had to pass the same criteria as we started to emerge into the adult world. For many 
people in the world and in our culture, unless God can be proved, He doesn’t exist. In our world, 
we’ve learned to gain meaning by those things that can be proved with our senses. And unless 
something can be proved, it isn’t real. 

Yet a life in the Kingdom of God is really more about “mystery” than proof. Mystery is best 
explained as something that can’t be scientifically proven, yet still is very real. Mystery is 
something that the Apostle Paul talked about when he said in 1 Corinthians 13, “Now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have 
been fully known.” 

The simple truth is we don’t know everything! We can’t prove and explain everything. For a 
follower of Jesus, this is okay. It is okay to trust that there is a God who, although we do not see, 
we know to be real because of the power, love and truth that He has released into our lives.
It is okay to trust in the miracles of forgiveness, generosity, intimacy, new life and transformation of 
the heart when there is no logical reason for those things to exist. That’s why for a person who 
loves God the best words are not “prove it” but “thank you.” 

Have you ever thought?
1. Try to remember some of the times you said, “prove it.” What was going on in your mind? Why 
did you need proof?  

2. Does it bother you that we can’t prove God’s existence (conclusively)? Why is proving God’s 
existence so important to some people? How do you “explain” God?  

KEEP READING:
1 Peter 1:3-9; Psalm 35; John 20:26-29

But I said to you that you have seen me, and yet 
do not believe. –John 6:36



 Tuesday
When an opportunity for service presents itself, so often our first tendency is to weasel out of it. 
Normal? Yes! I know this one well… I am King Weasel. To combat this tendency we must 
proactively eliminate our excuses.
There’s an old axiom that says, “You always find time to do the things you want to do.” Need 
proof?  

I remember back a long time ago, I was talking to a high school student at my church. He had just 
received an iPod for Christmas and he was boasting of the 13,000 songs he had loaded on it. I 
asked him how long it took to download all those songs onto his iPod. After he gulped a few times 
and scratched an imaginary rash, he said about 200 hours. 

Something stirred in me. My response wasn’t characteristic of my normal, gentle, pastorally self. 
“200 hours!” I exclaimed. “You’ve got to be kidding! Too bad you didn’t spend some of those same 
200 hours serving others. God would have taken those serving experiences and not only blessed 
you on earth with a sense of significance but also rewarded you in eternity.” 

This teenager looked at me with big tears in his eyes. “Thank you for being so wise, Pastor and 
Jedi Master chaD,” he said. “You’re completely right–as you always are.” 

Actually, what he really said was, “Dude, you sound like my dad,” and walked away. But I hope he 
got the point. I hope you do too. Many times we make excuses that have become manufactured by 
misplaced priorities and poor decision-making. It’s amazing what happens to our time when we 
make something a priority. 

Meaningful, effective service is seldom easy. Yet, serving is the primary method God uses to form 
the character of Jesus in us. When we serve, our lives are being morphed into the likeness of our 
Lord. We are never more like Jesus than when we serve. 

Today, let’s say no to our inner weasels. No more excuses. Start small. See a need and meet it. 
That’s the simplest equation for serving and success. Service, with the right motive, is never small 
to God!
Have you ever thought?
1. What’s your favorite excuse for avoiding acts of service? How can you move beyond using this 
excuse in the future?
2. What is one small act of service you can do today to help someone else? Will you do it?
KEEP READING:
John 13:2-17; 1 Peter 4:10; Ephesians 6:7

…whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be your slave just as the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many. 
–Matthew 20:26-28



Wednesday
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 

–John 13:34
 
Dr. Seuss’ famous Grinch who lived just above Whoville had a problem. It is reported that his heart 
was two sizes too small. This is why the Grinch hated Christmas and everything else about the 
merry Whos. By the end of the story, however, something happens. After working to ruin 
Christmas, the Grinch saw the Whos celebrating and loving each other even though they had 
nothing. “And what happened then…? Well…in Whoville they say, that the Grinch’s small heart 
grew three sizes that day!” 

The Grinch’s heart grew because he saw how the people loved each other no matter the 
circumstances. Once he saw their unconditional love, he wanted to be a part of it and he wanted to 
have it. It is no wonder his heart grew! He had never before experienced that kind of unselfish love 
that was not based on getting or gaining more. 

Jesus gave His disciples a new command in the book of John. The old commands say to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and soul, and to love your neighbor as yourself. What is 
the key difference in this additional command? We are to love as Christ loved. It is a love that was 
demonstrated to us on the cross, when He died for us, even while we were still sinners. 

This love is a revolutionary love. It is a sacrificial love that is willing to put others’ needs ahead of 
personal needs. It is a forgiving love that is willing to forgive without limitations. It is a love that 
helps even when it does not fit into the schedule. It is a love that does not complain, even when it 
has been wronged. It is a love that is hard to live by, but it is a love that we are called to strive for. 
That is why God sent His son and left the Holy Spirit with us so that we could have supernatural 
strength to love as He loved. 

It is when we love like this that others will be able to catch a glimpse of Jesus. It is when we love 
like this that not only our own hearts will continue to grow, but other people (whose hearts are 
perhaps two sizes too small) will respond to God as they see love played out like they have never 
seen before. 

Have you ever thought?
1. What are you doing to make sure your heart is growing in love for others?
2. What makes it so hard to love people unconditionally — as Jesus loved us?  

KEEP READING:
John 15:9-17; Ephesians 5:1-2; 1 John 4:10-11

COLLIDE Tonight



 Thursday Follow my example as I follow the 
example of Christ.  –1 Corinthians 11:1

The great philosopher, Søren Kierkegaard, told a story about ducks that came from an imaginary 
country where only ducks live. One Sunday morning, all the mother and father ducks headed to 
church with their children waddling behind them. They entered the doors and sat in their duck 
pews, sang songs from their duck hymnals, and gave to underprivileged ducks at the offering time. 
 
When the duck preacher got up to proclaim the message, he was very dynamic. He opened his 
duck Bible and screamed, “Ducks, you can fly! You have wings and you can fly like eagles.” The 
ducks all chanted, “We can fly, we can fly!” He asked, “Do you believe you can fly?” Again, they 
shouted back, “We can fly, we can fly.” He screamed again, “We can soar through the skies!” They 
all shouted, “Amen.” With that the pastor closed his duck Bible and dismissed his congregation of 
ducks. Then they all waddled back home. 

Just a simple reminder today that while your words are important, they can only go so far. So much 
of the work of passing on our faith takes place when we model it ourselves. To do that, we must 
make sure that we are working on the issues in our own lives. If we do not, the message we 
proclaim to others will be very similar to that of the duck pastor. After he told them they could fly, he 
needed to show them by spreading his own wings and soaring above the clouds. 

As we live out what we believe in our lives, we can lead the way for others and make a difference 
for lifetimes to come. 

Have you ever thought:
1. What areas of your life do you feel you are most like the ducks in the parable?
2. What steps can you take to begin to “soar” and not just talk about doing so?
3. How might others benefit from your example as you live out the Christian faith in your life?  

KEEP READING:
Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12



 
Friday

Some time ago, as I was driving down the road, a fellow driver pulled up next to me and motioned 
for me to roll down my window. My thoughts raced. I didn’t think I had cut him off, missed a light, or 
gone too slow. What had I done? With trepidation, I rolled down my window without any indication 
of the problem. The driver, friendlier than expected, informed me that my back right brake light was 
out.  

As I drove away, I became aware that I would never have known my brake light was out without 
that person making the effort to tell me. I needed someone with a different viewpoint and angle to 
see what I couldn’t. I would have continued to drive unaware of any problem. The busted light was 
in a spot I could not see. 

You and I both have blind spots in our lives don’t we? Just like the driver who helped me on the 
road, the Lord uses other people in our lives to give us wisdom and correction. It is easy to get so 
caught up in me, that I am blind to all else. Perhaps it is blindness to the Lord’s will. Maybe I can’t 
see how my actions are affecting others. Or, I may be blind to see how the Lord wants me to 
change and grow. What a blessing that the Lord puts others ahead of us, behind us, and with us 
each step of the way. 

With a different angle and viewpoint, others are able to sharpen us and help us grow. Sometimes it 
can be hard to listen to the advice others offer. It is so important to listen carefully to the advice 
and wisdom of the godly people God has placed in our lives. The insight of others will help us 
make our way wisely through life’s journey. 

In the same way, we must be willing as Christians to help point out blind spots to others around us. 
Pray that the Lord would use you to speak lovingly and with humility, into someone else’s life. Seek 
out the wisdom He has waiting for you. Just make sure you are able to season the truth with grace.
The proverbs speak again and again about a foolish man versus a wise man. It is a wise man that 
listens to the correction of others. Only a fool ignores it. 

Have you ever thought?
1. What makes it difficult at times to take correction from another?
2. Has there been a time in your life when someone lovingly pointed out one of your blind spots to 
you? How did you react?  

KEEP READING:
Proverbs 11:2; Romans 11:33-36

Fools think they need no advice, but the wise listen 
to others. –Proverbs 12:15 (NLT)



Saturday
“Although Henri Matisse was nearly 28 years younger than Auguste Renoir, the two great artists 
were dear friends and frequent companions. When Renoir was confined to his home during the 
last decade of his life, Matisse visited him daily. Renoir, almost paralyzed by arthritis, continued to 
paint in spite of his infirmities using a brush strapped to his arm. 

One day as Matisse watched the elder painter working in his studio, fighting torturous pain with 
each brush stroke, he blurted out: ‘Auguste, why do you continue to paint when you are in such 
agony?’ Renoir answered simply: ‘The beauty remains, the pain passes.’  

And so, almost to his dying day, Renoir put paint to canvas. One of his most famous paintings, 
Bathers, was completed just two years before his passing, 14 years after he was stricken by this 
disabling disease.” 

Renoir could have easily put away his brush and canvas years before when the disease grew 
worse. He could have become bitter about his life’s situation and given up. He didn’t. Renoir saw 
beyond the pain to the beauty. 

Like the beautiful painting that was created from pained hands, I believe that God wants to take 
the painful experiences of our lives and create something beautiful in us. This does not minimize, 
trivialize or spiritualize the pain. Renoir’s arthritis was real. You and I experience real pain in life. 
Sometimes that pain is physical, but most often emotional. Still, if we allow God to work in us, He 
will use our painful experiences to shape our lives and form us into something more beautiful—
ultimately into the image of Jesus. 

Today, when you encounter pain, look beyond the situation and its cause and seek to persevere. 
Look for God at work to bring beauty beyond the pain.
Have you ever Thought?
1. What recent or current life circumstance has been painful to you?
2. Consider how God may be at work in this situation to ultimately produce something beautiful in 
your life or in the lives of others.
KEEP READING:
Romans 5:3-5; 8:18, 28-29; 1 Peter 4:12-13; Hebrews 12:15
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Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. Perseverance must finish its 

work so that you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything. –James 1:2-4
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