
• TELL THE BIBLE STORY: JOSHUA AND CALEB 

• Open your Bible to Numbers 13–14 and tell the Bible story in your own words. 
Option: Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.  
 
God chose the land of Canaan for the Israelites. God asked Moses  
to send leaders, one man from each of the 12 tribes, to travel as spies into Canaan. 
Moses asked them to find out what the land was like, if the people living there were 
strong or weak, what kind of towns the people of the area lived in, if food would 
grow there, and if there were trees. The 12 men traveled to Canaan and scouted out 
the land.  
The spies came to a valley where they found grapes. They cut down a branch of 
grapes and two of the men carried the cluster on a pole. They also brought some 
pomegranates and figs. After 40 days of searching the land, the men returned.  
The 12 spies stood in front of Moses, Aaron, and all of the people to give their report. 
They showed them the fruit of the land.  
Ten of the spies were afraid. They believed the people living in Canaan were too 
strong and large in size. Only Joshua and Caleb believed God’s promise that they 
could take control of the land. They tried to remind the people that God is with them.  
The Israelites would not listen because they were afraid. They chose to disobey God. 
They even told Moses they wanted to go back to Egypt! Moses prayed for God to 
forgive the people of Israel for not trusting Him.  
God forgave His people, but they had to live with the consequences of their 
disobedience. The children of Israel would have to wander  
in the desert and not see the land the Lord had promised. Only Caleb and Joshua 
would be allowed to enter the promised land of Canaan because they had trusted God 
and His promises. 

—BASED ON NUMBERS 13–14 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 

› True or False: The name of the land God chose for the Israelites was Canaan. (true) 

LIFE 
POINT Disobedience to God has consequences.



› True or False: Moses sent 9 spies into Canaan. (false; He sent 12 spies.) 

› True or False: Moses obeyed God and sent the men to find out about the land of Canaan. (true) 

› True or False: The spies found oranges and apples in the land. (false; They found grapes, 
pomegranates, figs.) 

› True or False: The people of Israel were afraid and did not want to go into Canaan. (true) 

› True or False: All of the spies believed they should go into the Promised Land. (false; Only 2 of 
the spies believed.) 

› Igal and Caleb were the names of the two spies that believed God’s promises. (false; It was 
Joshua and Caleb.) 

 


